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Adding fat to sow lactation diets: effect on sow and litter performance 
Abstract 
An on-farm experiment was conducted utilizing 189 sows to evaluate the effect of adding 396 soybean oil 
to the lactational diet on subsequent pig performance and sow weight loss. Feeding sows a diet 
containing 3% soybean oil during lactation did not significantly decrease sow weight loss or improve litter 
performance. However, the oil addition tended to increase individual pig weaning weight (.5 Ib), litter 
weaning weight (3 lb), and sow feed intake (.5 lb/day) compared to feeding a 14% crude protein milo-
soybean meal diet. Also, sow lactational weight loss was slightly reduced wit h the diet containing oil. 
Calculated metabolizable energy intake was increased (P<.01) for sows fed the diet with soybean oil 
compared to sows fed the control diet. We postulate that the increased calorie intake from adding 
soybean oil to sow lactation diets during the summer months may increase litter weaning weight.; Swine 
Day, Manhattan, KS, November 20, 1986 
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